






Avalon Print employs a specialist print 

waste management company who carry 

the ISO 14001 accreditation to deal with 

recycling of press consumables. The non 

contaminated inks are stored in steel clip 

top bins, ready for collection.  The inks can 

then be recycled to start blast furnaces or 

as a low grade fuel.  Vegetable inks are a 

sustainable resource so if incinerated do 

not add extra carbon to the atmosphere.

Inks
Avalon Print uses vegetable based inks, these inks have a far 

better biodegradability than conventional petroleum based 

inks that contain high levels of solvent and when send to 

landfill can leach into the water table.  

VOC’s (Volatile Organic Compounds) represent environmental 

pollution and a health hazard to pressroom workers.  In terms 

of atmospheric pollution VOC’s react with Nitrogen oxides in 

the presence of sunlight to create ozone pollution  

or photochemical smog.

Conventional petroleum based inks release 25-40% VOC’s 

on drying compared to the 2-4% that vegetable based inks 

release.  Vegetable based inks also benefit the environment 

due to greater ease of removal from wastepaper during  

de-inking for recycling.

If you require any further information please do not hesitate 

to contact us we can supply data sheets for further reading.  

Our inks are supplied by a world renowned manufacturer 

accredited to ISO 14001.



Printing Plates
We use Fuji’s Brillia HD PRO-T plates.  There are many benefits of these 

plates when compared to a conventional lithographic printing plate.  

One of the most prominent features is that there is no need to run the 

plate through a processor once it has been exposed, therefore there is 

no need for a developing agent or for the use of gum. This completely 

eliminates our chemical waste within this process.

As well as the elimination of chemicals we also do not need the energy 

to run the now redundant processor, we do not need to dispose of the 

chemical waste, and there are benefits from not having to use the energy 

and resources required to process chemistry in the first place. It may 

also be noted that our plates are fully recycled by an approved waste 

management company.



Alcohol and VOC’s
IPA (Isopropyl alcohol) has been in widespread use for 30 years, within the 

printing industry. It has traditionally been combined with water to create a 

better dampening solution which repels the ink in the non-image areas of the 

plate. IPA contributes to ground level ozone which can affect plant and crop 

growth. It poses a potential health hazard to printers as it can lead to, amongst 

other things, asthma. IPA qualifies as a VOC.  

EU Regulations stipulate that presses must be able to run with less than 10% 

concentration of IPA.  Since replacing our two older models of press with the 

Man Roland 500LV we have successfully removed IPA from the printing process. 

We are proud to be counted amongst the few printers that run “Alcohol Free``.
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